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1, Mihai Dragomirescu, then Rumanian Ambassador to Home, and his
wife appeared at the Italian Foreign iinistry on 19 June 1950
at 1030 a.m., (1) brazomirescu stated that he did not want to
return to his home in lkumania under the present Communist regime
and therefore was desirous of severing connections witih the
Rumanian Jovermment anG seeking asylum in Italy. ile believed that
not only his life but also that of his wife would be endangered if
they wore to remsin in the buillding of the Rumanian fmbassy in Houce.
Dragomirescu requested the Italian Jovernment to permit him to
remain in Italy and grant him protection, adding that he had left
the embassy building two Gays previoualy, on 17 June 1950, under
the pretext that he would spend the weekend in Albano, northwest of
lome,

2. Upon the request of the official in the roreign iinistry, Dragomirescu
made a written statement concerning his intention to resign his post -
and his desire to remein in Italy. le obtained accomodations in the
Quirinale iotel in llome and a »olice agzent with a motorcar was
detaile¢ for his protection.

3. On the same day, 19 June 1950, the Italisn Foreign MNinistry received
a verbal note siined by Dinmulescu, (fnu), staiing that Dragonirescu
had been relieved from his nost as ambassador to lome by the Rumanian
Sovernment. (2) Until the appointment of a new ambassador Dinulescu
would function as envoy ad interim and chief of the Rumanian Zmbas
in Rone., :

L. Dragomirescuts defection caused greal anxiety in the Rumanian Embassy
in Rome as well as with business firms deslinz with Kumania and
other satellite countries. Inasmuch Dragomirescu was familiar with all
illegal activities of diplomatic representatives of the satellite
conntries he would have been in a position to make sensational disw.
closures which would have endangered the economic planning of Rumania
and the satellites as well ss the political designe of the Commmnists
for western Lurope. Drajomirescuts defection was far more dangerous
than that of former envoy lilscha Lewin. (3) Persons close to satellite
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representatives vonfidently asserted that this situation was of
such that somqﬂhing definitely would to be done to relieve it.

5. Prior to his appearance at the Italisn Foreign Ministry Dragomirescu
had contacted Sarazat, (fmu), and Ignazio Silone, leaders of the
Italian Sonialist Unity Party, who influenced Prime iinister De Jasperi
and Kinister of the Interior, Scelba, to grant him protection and
sanctuary. (h)

6. On 2l June 1950 the police agzent shadowing Dragomirescu observed that
the latter together with his wife left the hotel escorted by two men.
Noticing a disconcerted expression on Drajomirescu's face the police
agent followed them after seeing them enter a parked motorcar. The
car finally stopped at the Rumanian Tmbassy where, when confronted by
the police agent Dragomirescu stated that he no longer needed his
nrotection. e thanked the agent and sald jood-bye. Thereupon
Dragomirescu, his wife and the two unlmown men entered the embassy
buildinz. when the police ag:nt returned to the hotel he learned that
they had left all of their baggage behind and not payed the bill.

7. Cn the morning of 26 June 1950 iragomirescu azain appeared at the
Forein Iiinistry and with a bewildered look stated that he had been
tricked into returning to the embassy where he hac been beaten and
maltreated vefore naking good his escape. Un the other hand his wife,
a Jewess who is a confirmed Commnist, had resolved to return to
Rumania., After requesting protection and sanctuary he returned to his
apartment in the Quirinale lotel.

8. .hen on the alterrioon of 26 June 1950 the same two men who had visited
Drazomirescu on 2L June 1950 reappeared in the hotel the latter again
accompanied them to the embassy. Again the bazjage remained behind and
the bill unpayed,

9. n 27 June 1950 Dragomirescu contacted the Foreign ifinistry by telephone
from the Numanian Embassy, stating that he had now decided to return
to Rumania and requested his passport and an exit permit. A high-ranking
officisl of the Foreizn Ministry who received the call repled that in
view of his previous statements the passport and exit permit would be
made available only if Dragomirescu would aopear personally and alone
at the Foreisn Uinistry and in the presence of a hizh-ranking official
of the Italian Forei;n linistry sizn a written statement that he now
desired to return to Rumania. Drajomirescu replied that lack of time
would preclude such an arrangément and after lendghy negotiations .by
telephone it was agreed that an official of the Foreizn Ministry would
brin; Zrazomirescu's document to the airport, In return Dragomirezcu
promigsed to make an oral statement in the presence of this offieial.

10. In the morning of 29 June 1950 an ltalian official met Drasomirescu at
the airport. The latter was accompanied by his wife and latel Bodan,
chief of the "pstern Furope Section of the Rumanian Foreign iinistry
(Direktiuna Generala pentru /ifaceri Occidentale), who had arrived from
Bucharest sometime after 19 June 1990. Also accompanying Dpagomirescu
were four husky individuals, who ostensibly were diplomatic courigrs; and
the envoy Dinulescu. The couriers hatl likewise arrived in dome after:

19 June 1950. In the proscnce of these persons Lyaomircscu stated that
he was firmly resolved to return to Rumania. Thereupon he received the
passyorts for himself and his wife. Shortly thereafter Dragomirescu,

SlBLAT/CLiTRCL/US O FICLALS LNLY

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006000200003-4



1

'Approved For Release 1996/63hid] DR izR-00457R006000200003-4
25X1A e

GEui{'rT/GUHTA;UL/UU WFICIALS D:.JL_
3

his wife, BDogdan and ihre {our couriers boarced the regular plane
of the Czech Airlines, Ceskoslovensky Stotni Aerolinie, en route
to Prague. -

11. It is the consensus amonz Italian anti-Comrmmiste that Dragomirescu
was either hypriotized or druzzed while conducting the above tele
phone conversation. Tye witnesses stated that at the airfield
Lragoxéds.gescu gave the impression of being a half-dead or hypnotized
man,

25X1X

E Comment .
(1) "linel Draomirescu, former professor for humanian literature at

fucharest University, is an idealistic Communist, who in 1945 joined
the newly founded National People's Party which was an instrument of
the Communists used to attract lower middle class people, Dragomirescu
was [irst a member of the board of this party and later became its
president. The party was a part of People's Domocratic Iront coalition
wirich supvorted the Conmunist regime from the bezinning., The Lational
People's i'arty was dissolved by the Communists in 1948 and some of
the members including Lpasonireseun who were in the zood zraces of the
Corrmunists were transforred tnto the Communist Rumanian Labor Party.
Drazomircscu became a diplomat and was sent to Paris in early 1949,
lowever, because of his sharp atlacks against members of the French
Jovernment the Rumsnian Jovernment was obliged to recall him. e was
then appointed smbassador to Home arriving there on 13 July 1949.
25X1X {2) Ec:=cnt. Dinulescu has ecn serving as the pross attaché of the
Runmanian wabassy in Home. In this capacity he edited the news tulletin
of the embassy lotiziario Romano which was published every two monihs.
Prior to this appointnent Jinulcsen vwas a consulate official. le is
about 35 years old and a veteran Commnist Varty member. (le maintains
c , ons with nembers of the Cormunist Party of ltaly.
[’ischa or !isa Lewin vas a councillor at the lunanian
wmbassy 1n wome. In February 1949 he left Liome allegedly to shend his

yacy in Rumanis but did not return.
(L) m Imazio Silone alias Fasquini alias Tranquilli joined
25X1X unist Party of Italy aftcr Sorld .ar I. e was chief editor
of the socialist newspaper Aventi alter vorld Jer II. In 1947 he

delivered a speech to members of the PEN Club in Dasel. In 1949 he
broke with the party and is now considered a renegade. Lecontly he

wae 1y criticized by Togliatti.
w This report is submitted in unabbreviated form as it
oresints an interesting case on Cormunist methods applied to unreliable

partisans,
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